
 

 
 

 

 

 

Rubbish Trucks 
 

Date Requested:  7 July 2025 

Date Provided:  16 July 2025 

 

 

Request 
When were trucks first used to collect rubbish and when were the oneman trucks first used please? 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Council Response 

 

Electric trucks, as opposed to horse drawn carts, were first used by Christchurch City Council to collect 

rubbish in 1915. According to the archived minutes of the Works & Sanitary Committee and 
Christchurch City Council the timeline is as follows: 

• 11 March 1915                   - The committee begins to look at using ‘electric dust carts’ 

• 8 April 1915                         - The committee considers the cost of using an ‘electric motor’ for 
rubbish collection 

• 1 July 1915                          - The take up Mr Harris’ offer for a 2-month trial of an electric truck 

• 26 August 1915                  - The trial has been very successful, and they want to continue with 
the use of a truck 

• 13 September 1915         - It is tabled to Council with a thorough comparison between the 
cost of using a horse versus a truck 

• By 1920                                 - It is also tabled to begin using electric trucks for nightsoil collection 

• By 1921                                 - Trucks are being used between nightsoil and rubbish where needed 
and new trucks have arrived for nightsoil 

Regarding the number of workers that these early trucks required, we do not appear to have any 
reference regarding how many men were employed per truck for rubbish removal. From the report 
tabled to Council on 13 September 1915, on the second page, it breaks down the costs per truck. This 

cost breakdown lists wages as £150. Looking at the Statistics Yearbook for the year 1915 for ‘general 
labourer’ this equates to the wages for one man. You can see that report (under the section for 

‘Wages’) at: THE NEW ZEALAND OFFICIAL YEAR-BOOK, 1915  

In response to your question regarding our current one-manned Waste Management trucks, 
Christchurch City Council have contracts for both side arm and rear loader trucks.  

The side arm trucks are single-manned and include lifting arms. These were in place for the new 
kerbside collection service which began on 2 February 2009. This was when the 3 wheelie bins were 
introduced – see press releases at Expanded Christchurch Kerbside Service and Christchurch begins 

roll-out of wheelie bins for city’s new Kerbside Collection. These trucks eliminated the need for 
runners and sorters on trucks.  

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww3.stats.govt.nz%2Fnew_zealand_official_yearbooks%2F1915%2FNZOYB_1915.html%23idsect1_1_269349&data=05%7C02%7COfficialInformation%40ccc.govt.nz%7C5e7620a22f11402ee56f08ddc420f011%7C45c97e4ebd8d4ddcbd6e2d62daa2a011%7C0%7C0%7C638882367934125150%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5Jthmlk6wMq6bQneEk0%2B%2FQO5qPrtO1Xpls2GVVYfh3c%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchived.ccc.govt.nz%2FMediaReleases%2F2008%2FMarch%2F05162714.asp&data=05%7C02%7COfficialInformation%40ccc.govt.nz%7C5e7620a22f11402ee56f08ddc420f011%7C45c97e4ebd8d4ddcbd6e2d62daa2a011%7C0%7C0%7C638882367934144644%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k5YlJhb9FSS%2Bq%2BXCLTbDs7qeTngAqrtGflRlws9xx3Y%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchived.ccc.govt.nz%2FMediaReleases%2F2008%2FSeptember%2F17093915.asp&data=05%7C02%7COfficialInformation%40ccc.govt.nz%7C5e7620a22f11402ee56f08ddc420f011%7C45c97e4ebd8d4ddcbd6e2d62daa2a011%7C0%7C0%7C638882367934161610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LijmbULHGjq23XAyIy%2FyJT%2BZVC2NmvR%2BBPrzKI%2Fd778%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Farchived.ccc.govt.nz%2FMediaReleases%2F2008%2FSeptember%2F17093915.asp&data=05%7C02%7COfficialInformation%40ccc.govt.nz%7C5e7620a22f11402ee56f08ddc420f011%7C45c97e4ebd8d4ddcbd6e2d62daa2a011%7C0%7C0%7C638882367934161610%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LijmbULHGjq23XAyIy%2FyJT%2BZVC2NmvR%2BBPrzKI%2Fd778%3D&reserved=0


 

 
 

  

Christchurch City Council still utilises some of the smaller rear loader trucks. These trucks require two 
people to operate. 

Please find attached the relevant archival records. 
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