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Residential Design Principles
(Note: numbers/names refer to 14A.11.1 set, 
letters refer to 14.15.1 set)

Design goals ( ■  indicates the ‘key’ RDP for the design goal;  ■    indicates other relevant RDP for the design goal)

Chapter 1: Arranging the site

Public ‘fronts’ and private ‘backs’ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Safe site access and movement ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Well-integrated surface parking ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Well-integrated garages ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Convenient and secure cycle parking ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Fit-for-purpose bin storage ■ ■ ■ ■

Safe and pleasant external lighting ■ ■ ■ ■

Space for trees and planting ■ ■ ■ ■

Communal outdoor living space ■ ■ ■

Chapter 2: Street to front door

Engaging building frontages ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Well-integrated level differences ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

Appropriate boundary treatments ■ ■ ■ ■

Safe and comfortable apartment circulation ■ ■ ■

Chapter 3: The building(s)

Managing form, bulk and height ■ ■

Creating visual interest and human scale ■ ■ ■

Functional internal layout and storage ■ ■ ■ ■

Balancing light, outlook and privacy ■ ■ ■ ■

Private outdoor living space ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■

(Italicised, grey design goals represent guidance yet to be developed or released as of October 2025 - titles tbc)
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A.	 Design goals relationship to RDP
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B.	 Image credits

All images, unless stated below, are property of Christchurch City Council.
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