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Potential Residential Heritage Area [RHA] Review 

• Woodville, [north] Cleveland & Geraldine Streets, St Albans / Edgeware  

The full length of Woodville Street, as well as the northern sections of Cleveland and Geraldine 
Streets, in St Albans/Edgeware, have been considered as a potential RHA. The subject streets are 
bordered by Warrington Street in the north and Edward Avenue in the south. The consultant 
undertook a desktop survey of the street in September 2022; Google Streetview images were 
obtained in February of this year. The Index of Street Names developed by Christchurch City 
Libraries and contemporary newspaper articles provided additional information pertaining to the 
historic development of the street. 

 

Potential RHA’s review criteria  Y/N Notes  
Moderate to high degree of authenticity and 
integrity  

N Many of the early 20th century 
dwellings in these streets have 
been modified; some lots have 
been redeveloped. 

Group of inter-related historic 
heritage places, buildings, structures and/or sites 
within a geographical area with clear boundaries 
that together address the interconnectedness of 
people, place and activities.   

N While these streets represent an 
early 20th century residential 
subdivision, the properties lining 
them do not embody an 
interconnected grouping to a 
sufficient extent. 

A comprehensive, collective and integrated place 
with coherent heritage fabric (not fragmented).  

N Housing modification and 
replacement has undermined the 
consistency of the streetscape and  
the coherence of the original 
development pattern. 

Contains a majority of sites/building that are of 
defining or contributory importance to the RHA 

N The absence of a distinctive historic 
narrative largely prevents the 
creation of a benchmark for 
defining and contributory features. 

Predominantly developed more than 30 years 
ago 

Y Former dairy farm [Kensington 
Estate] subdivided in 1905; oldest 
dwellings are early 20th century 
villas & bungalows. 

Associated primarily but not necessarily 
exclusively with residential use 

Y  

Meets the minimum size for areas (one street 
block, one side of street/ minimum of 15? 
Properties – as per character areas) 

Y  

Represents and embodies at least one of the 
heritage values in Appendix 9.3.7.1 at a 
significant or highly significant level: 
• Historical and Social Significance  
• Cultural and Spiritual Significance  
• Aesthetic and Architectural Significance  
• Technological and Craftsmanship 
Significance  
• Contextual Significance   

N The streets have typical, rather 
than notable, historic and 
architectural qualities. The 
required level of significance, 
sufficient to meet the criteria for 
heritage value, is not present in 
this case. 
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• Archaeological and Scientific Significance 
Conveys/represents important aspects of 
the Christchurch District’s cultural and historical 
themes and activities 

N The streets represent a typical 
aspect of the city‘s early 20th 
century residential development; 
one that is common to many 
streets across the city. The 
required level of significance is not 
present to convey or represent 
important aspects the city’s culture 
and history. 

Makes a significant contribution to 
the Christchurch District’s sense of place and 
identity, and an understanding of its history and 
cultures. 

N The streets are typical rather than 
notable within the streetscape of 
St Albans/Edgeware. The streets do 
not significantly contribute to the 
city’s sense of place and identity, 
although they may well be 
appreciated by local residents and 
others. 

Of heritage significance to the Christchurch 
District (and may also be of significance 
nationally or internationally) 

N Where the original villas and 
bungalows remain, and are largely 
unmodified, they contribute to the 
established nature of the streets. 
Heritage significance is not 
however demonstrated due to the 
modification of many of the early 
20th century houses and the impact 
of more recent development upon 
all three streets.  

 

Recommendation:   

Woodville, (north) Cleveland & Geraldine Streets lack overall coherence and a distinctive, and 
significant development history. While these residential streets may possess some visual amenity 
values they do not meet the criteria for scheduling as an RHA, especially in regard to the criteria for 
historical, architectural and contextual values (see Christchurch District Plan Appendix 9.3.7.1). 

 

Dr Ann McEwan, Heritage Consultancy Services / 17 October 2022 

 

Resources: 

CCC Age of Houses mapping data  
Canterbury Maps (historical aerials) 
Google Streetview (November 2021) 
Christchurch Street Names Index, Christchurch City Libraries 
Historic survey plan & newspaper items, PapersPast 
 

 



 3 

Images:   

 
CCC Age of Houses map, showing early 20th century development pattern. 

 
While small clusters of older (1910s) houses remain in all three streets, both individual housing 
modification and site redevelopment have undermined the authenticity and integrity of the houses 
and the streetscape as a whole.  
  

 

1940-44 
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Latest imagery 

 
Contemporary photographs show that a lot of the houses in these streets have been modified, 
particularly in regard to facades, fenestration and fencing; there is therefore insufficient authenticity 
and integrity to meet the criteria for significant heritage value. 
 
Woodville Street 
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Cleveland Street 
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Geraldine Street 
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Historic survey plans and newspaper advertisements provide information about the period in which 
the streets were developed but there is a lack of evidence, both historic and in terms of the present-
day appearance of the properties within these streets, to support an assessment of significant 
heritage value. 
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 Press 26 August 1905, p. 14; Lyttelton Time 7 October 1905, p. 14.  


