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SUBMISSION ON THE DRAFT COMMUNITY HOUSING STRATEGY 2020-2030 

 

Details of submitter 

1. Canterbury District Health Board (CDHB). 

2. The submitter is responsible for promoting the reduction of adverse environmental 

effects on the health of people and communities and to improve, promote and 

protect their health pursuant to the New Zealand Public Health and Disability Act 

2000 and the Health Act 1956. These statutory obligations are the responsibility of 

the Ministry of Health and, in the Canterbury District, are carried out under contract 

by Community and Public Health under Crown funding agreements on behalf of the 

Canterbury District Health Board. 

3. The Ministry of Health requires the submitter to reduce potential health risks by 

such means as  submissions to ensure the public health significance of potential 

adverse effects are adequately considered during policy development. 

Details of submission 

4. We welcome the opportunity to comment on the Draft Community Housing Strategy. 

The future health of our populations is not just reliant on health services, but on a 

responsive environment where all sectors work collaboratively to support wellbeing 

and equitable outcomes across our community.  

 

General Comments 

5. Housing is an important determinant of health1 and there are a range of health 

impacts associated with sub-standard housing, particularly for vulnerable population 

groups such as older people, infants and young children, low income households, 

and people with chronic illness. The direct health impacts of poor quality housing 

relate to respiratory health, cardiovascular health, mental health and wellbeing, 

crowding, communicable diseases, and social functioning within the home. Indirect 

impacts relate to the wider determinants of heath, such as food security, access to 

education and employment, and access to health services and other important 

                                                           
1 Gibson, M., Petticrew, M., Bambra, C., Sowden, A. J., Wright, K. E., & Whitehead, M. (2011). Housing and health inequalities: 
A synthesis of systematic reviews of interventions aimed at different pathways linking housing and health. Health and Place, 
17(1), 175-184;  
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https://www.beehive.govt.nz/sites/default/files/2018-02/A%20Stocktake%20Of%20New%20Zealand%27s%20Housing.pdf
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/h/housing-and-mental-health
https://www.mentalhealth.org.uk/a-to-z/h/housing-and-mental-health




https://www.mbie.govt.nz/building-and-energy/building/building-for-climate-change/
https://www.mbie.govt.nz/building-and-energy/building/building-for-climate-change/






























Draft Community Housing Strategy 2020-2030

Date: 2 November 2020

To: Christchurch City Council

From: Waimāero/Fendalton-Waimairi-Harewood Community Board

Contact: David Cartwright
Chairperson
C/- PO Box 73020
Christchurch 8154

  Phone: 027 496 5977
Email: david.cartwright@ccc.govt.nz

Introduction

1. The Waimāero/Fendalton-Waimairi-Harewood Community Board (‘the Board’) appreciates the
opportunity to submit on the Council’s Draft Community Housing Strategy 2020-2030.

2. The Board does not wish to be heard in support of its submission.

Comments

3. What do you think about the strategy’s vision of ‘community housing as a cornerstone of
housing in Otautahi Christchurch for our wellbeing’?

 The Board supports in general the vision of the draft Strategy’s, however it would be interested to
gain a better understanding of how 'wellbeing' will be measured.  The Board would also like to
know whether the key priority is around longer term 'stable' tenancies or short term emergency
and transitional housing e.g. what is the ideal mix of the two.

4. What do you think about the strategy’s priority actions for community housing in Otautahi
Christchurch?

The Board recommends that a regular maintenance/upgrade schedule for community housing
properties owned by the Council be factored into all Long Term Plan/Annual Plan expenditure to
ensure the housing stock remains fit for purpose.

The Board also strongly supports the use of new and modern technologies and techniques, both in
construction design and sustainability, when future developments are being constructed.  Having
warm, energy efficient and fit-for-purpose housing will contribute towards wellbeing and will
futureproof the Council’s investment.

5. How active do you think the Council should be in either delivering and/or supporting
community housing?

 The Board acknowledges the Council's role in the provision of social housing in Christchurch for
the past 80 years.  The Board strongly supports the more recent model of working in partnership
with other housing providers e.g. Otautahi Community Housing Trust.  The Board encourages the
Council to continue to investigate other potential partnership models which may result in the
Council eventually divesting in the ownership of the assets.
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 The Board supports the Council advocating for reducing and streamlining planning requirements
for community housing and recommends that it be open to work with commercial building
owners/developers to repurpose existing buildings into community housing.

6. General Comments

 The Board stresses the importance of consultation with the local community when new
Community Housing developments and significant upgrades to existing Community Housing
developments are planned.  It is also aware that from time to time there are issues with the
neighbouring residents and it would like to see a clear process for dealing with any complaints.

 In closing, the Board acknowledges that the provision of community housing contributes to the
Council's Community Outcomes, particularly Liveable City and Resilient Communities.  The Board
would also like the Council to consider aligning the Community Housing Strategy to the United
Nations 17 Sustainable Development Goals, for example SDG11 Sustainable Cities and
Communities, SDG3 Good Health and Wellbeing, SDG9 Industry Innovation and Infrastructure.

David Cartwright
Chairperson
Waimāero/Fendalton-Waimairi-Harewood Community Board
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35216 Its a great plan. Allowing low income 
earners or beneficiaries the chance to 

improve their life and have the option to 

own their own home. This is highly needed 
given mosy home owners are elderly, 

familys, older couples and young people 
may struggle to achieve this on their own 

without the support.  

Its a good starting point. Theres needs to be support and clear rules for all owners. If 
they incluse cosmetic appearances for the property then give assistance and not 

expect low earners to pay for it. Ensure they're private so people have a quiet space 

indoors and out. Allow for carparking and enforce the rules if theyre not adhered to.  

Very. We are short on social housing. If the property doesnt suit ur 
needs its really touch to transfer. Provide support for those with 

mental health especially aftet covid. We need to support one 

another to progress and become self sufficient, instead of giving 
them hurdles.  

Abbie Dyer 

35153 I think the vision is robust. I feel, however, 
that there will be more rent stressed sector 

than estimated and that there needs to be 

more community housing available by at 
least half again of what is proposed.  

This point is defiantly number one; Prioritize locating new community housing 
developments close to community hubs, transport and services. And each project 

should be a Mixed community housing profile as best fits the particular community 

where they are placed. 

The Council should be highly active in supporting community 
housing for the betterment of Greater Christchurch. Reading the 

description of how funding is applied by government (at present) it 

looks as though developments would get more funding if not 
run/owned by Council, therefore it makes better sense to have a set 

up where an organization can get full relevant funding to support 
more developments of community housing. 

Jillian 
Reesby 

 


