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Existing conditions viewed from Rolleston Avenue

ROLLESTON AVENUE ENTRANCE 
EXISTING & PROPOSED PHOTOMONTAGE

Museum East elevation with proposed additional entrance
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INTERIOR PERSPECTIVE VIEW
ARTIST'S IMPRESSION OF THE BLUE 
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Canterbury Museum Redevelopment - Key Design Options Assessment

Roger Duff Wing Additions & Alterations

Reference Year Description Pros Cons
J 2020 New addition to Roger Duff Wing to take clues from the original copper dome planetarium. Exploring new 

addition as largely glazed element with minimal changes to the existing Duff façade.

It should be noted that at this stage in the design process the exploration of whether the public family cafe is 
best located on the top (level 3) or level 2 is being undertaken in parallel with the facade studies.

Dome reference back to original design

Interesting contemporary architectural expression of the Museum redevelopment. Clearly distinguishes new 
interventions from original fabric. 

Least changes to existing Duff façade.

Whilst a valid approach to have a significantly different language as an addition, if you are giving such a 
prominence and expression to this addition in this location the internal function needs to support this.  With 
the better public café location being associated with the exhibition level of level 2, then the justification of 
such an expression is not warranted or appropriate. 

The existing facade is visually busy - with many differing material, forms and window types - changed over 
time to add further complexity to this facade. With the new addition adding more new materials and forms it 
is felt that visually the total facade in this prominent corner just gets too busy and is not the best and most 
resolved design solution.    

K 2020 Similar to J, but less reference to the dome. Interesting contemporary architectural expression of the Museum redevelopment. Clearly distinguishes new 
interventions from original fabric. 

Least changes to existing Duff façade.

As per J above.

L 2020 Café position moved to level 2.  Exploration of reusing aggregate concrete precast panels to new addition 
and contrasting with new glazed box to café.

Included options on extent of retention of existing fenestration and articulation of repurposed precast facade 
panels.

Visually a more resolved overall solution resulting from reviewing the overall façade rather than just a 
discrete addition to the existing façade. 

With the greater complexity added to precast panel articulation and the glazed box at level 2 it was 
considered that this lessened the effectiveness of overall result.  

Keeping the façade as simple as possible - with simpler articulation of solid to void, retention of existing 
windows and the proportions relating to the original building and modernist language was deemed the most 
appropriate final solution. 

M 2020 The overall solution reuses the existing fabric for the new addition to provide a better, more holistic and 
composed façade.

The design solution addresses the current legibility issues between the Roger Duff Wing and the 1872 
Mountfort building.

This design solution addresses the disadvantages of previous options and iterations - with only minor 
interventions to the 1977 façade.

It provides a more holistic and composed design solution to the façade, whilst maintaining the essence of 
why this facade has secondary heritage significance.

Keeping the façade as simple as possible - with simpler articulation of solid to void, retention of existing 
windows and the proportions relating to the original building and modernist language was deemed the most 
appropriate final solution
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Canterbury Museum Building Conservation Plan 

 

31 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Aerial view of the Museum from Rolleston 
Avenue with the completed Roger Duff  
wing and planetarium showing the open 
garden court in the centre.  
Canterbury Museum Archives. 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Roger Duff Wing 2018, (2018, DPA 
Architects). 
 
 

 
In general terms, Canterbury Museum’s expansion during this period ref lected international 
museological trends. In the years following  the Second World War, there was a rapid increase in the 
number and types of  museums. These institutions became increasingly specialised in their internal 
organisation.  Previously staf f  consisted simply of  directors, generalist curators and technical staff, 
however, by the 1960s, there were separate roles for managers, collection managers, designers, 
conservators, educators and others, all of  whom required space and resources which placed increasing  
demands on museum architecture.64  There was even greater pressure on space for stored collections 
due to new collecting in dif ferent branches of  the natural sciences, social history, decorative arts, 
clothing and textiles and photography and pictorial media.  
 
Ongoing Developments  
 
Af ter Duf f ’s death in 1978, Michael Trotter became the Museum’s Director and continued the Museum’s  
distinguished tradition of  archaeological research, as well as its work in the natural sciences and human 
history.  In his Director’s report for 1984-85, Trotter relates how, just two days af ter this appointment as 
Director, a lump of  stone fell f rom the building. Trotter also commented that alterations were necessary 
to improve both visitor facilities and storage in the old parts of  the Museum. In September 1986, the 

 
64 Patrick J. Boylan, "The Museum Profession." In A Companion to Museum Studies, edited by Sharon Macdonald, 415-30. 
Malden MA: Blackwell, 2006. 
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SOUTH ELEVATION
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Canterbury Museum Redevelopment - Key Design Options Assessment

Atrium over 1870 Mountfort Building

Reference Year Description Pros Cons
N 2020 New atrium roof to extend to the ridge of the 1870 Mountfort building. Exposes some of the roof and original façade to public view.

Goes some way to increase the prominence within the Museum complex of the 1870 building, which can be 
better read as a discrete, but inter-connected building. 

Some of the original roofing iron heritage fabric will be available to be exposed to public view on the roof, as 
it no longer has to perform a water-tightness function

A major disadvantage is this doesn't allow full gable of the heritage building to be expressed, especially to 
the north.  

This would result in an extremely complex water-tightness and seismic detail at the ridgeline, which will also 
be difficult to visually resolve well ( area highlighted within the red circle).  

P 2020 New atrium roof to extend over and clear of the ridge of the 1870 Mountfort building.  The atrium roof is a 
clear span - being supported on the structural wall between the 1870 & 1882 building (note this wall has a 
150mm concrete shear wall each side of the original stone structure).  

The major advantage of this strategy is that visually the 1870 Mountfort building regains its original gabled 
form which has been hidden for 26 years.  Once again all the 5 gabled forms of the Mountfort buildings will 
be visible together. 

The original 1870 building, which is the first of Mountfort's buildings and the Mountfort building with the most 
retained interior heritage features is given appropriate increased prominence within the Museum complex of 
buildings and can once again be read as a discrete, but inter-connected building.  

There is no additional structural loading or complex weather-proofing and seismic joint at the 1870 ridgeline. 
The new atrium roof can be supported from an existing concrete wall structural support and water-tightness 
detailing is able to be more robust and less visible. 

The original roofing iron heritage fabric is available to be exposed to public view on the roof, as it no longer 
has to perform a water-tightness function.   

There is slightly less of the original form / roof directly exposed to the exterior (but it is noted that the gable 
form is not identifiable from the exterior).
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PROPOSED SECTION 1 - THROUGH 1870, 
1877 & 1882 MOUNTFORT BUILDINGS

1:300 @ A3

P.

Current Condition

Proposed

1995 Staff room and whale storage, 
considered to be Intrusive* 

* Refer to Canterbury Museum 
Building Conservation Plan
** Refer to Heritage Architect's 
commentary

Areas of demolition
Part demolition of Roger 
Duff building

New Museum extension 
to house staff work space

New Ātea space & Araiteuru atrium (cultural 
exhibition)

Whare Whakairo Hau-Te-
Ananui-O-Tangaroa 

Demolition of Garden Court 
Building, considered to be 
intrusive*

15m

15m

15m

1882 Mountfort building originally 
was one large open space. It has 
been substantially altered with the 
addition of  concrete floor slab to 
divide the space into two levels. The 
top level is currently used for storage 
and not accessible by public.

Returning 1882 Mountfort 
building to it's original 
state, exposing significant 
heritage fabric - the large 
spanning"double" trusses

New atrium extend over 
1870 Mountfort building, 
by removing Garden 
Court building, the 1870 
west facade, roof & 
chimney are unveiled
Retain 1870 
Mountfort building 
interior

1877 Mountfort Building (east), and 
rebuilt flèche (spire) beyond

New retail program allows 
the blackout windows 
on Rolleston Avenue to 
be uncovered, activating 
the street as well as 
allowing light and views 
to penetrate into the 
building, reverting back 
to the architect's original 
intent
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Structurally strengthen and reopen the 
Robert McDougall Gallery to public

1932 Robert McDougall Gallery 
(currently closed to public)
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