Appendix G — Objectives and Policies of the Christchurch District Plan

CHAPTER 3 = STRATEGIC DIRECTIONS

3.3.1 Objective - Enabling recovery and facilitating the future enhancement of the district

a.

The expedited recovery and future enhancement of Christchurch as a dynamic, prosperous and
internationally competitive city, in a manner that:

i Meets the community’s immediate and longer term needs for housing, economic
development, community facilities, infrastructure, transport, and social and cultural
wellbeing; and

ii. Fosters investment certainty; and

iii. Sustains the important qualities and values of the natural environment.

3.3.5 Objective - Business and economic prosperity

a.

The critical importance of business and economic prosperity to Christchurch’s recovery and to
community wellbeing and resilience is recognised and a range of opportunities provided for
business activities to establish and prosper.

3.3.7 Objective - Urban growth, form and design

a.

A well-integrated pattern of development and infrastructure, a consolidated urban form, and a
high quality urban environment that:
i. Is attractive to residents, business and visitors; and

ii. Has its areas of special character and amenity value identified and their specifically
recognised values appropriately managed; and

iii. Provides for urban activities only....N/a ;and

iv. Increases the housing development opportunities...N/a; and

V. Maintains and enhances the Central City, Key Activity Centres and Neighbourhood

Centres as community focal points.

3.3.8 Objective - Revitalising the Central City

a.

The Central City is revitalised as the primary community focal point for the people of Christchurch;
and

The amenity values, function and economic, social and cultural viability of the Central City are
enhanced through private and public sector investment, and

A range of housing opportunities...N/a, and;

The Central City has a unique identity and sense of place, incorporating the following elements,
which can contribute to a high amenity urban environment for residents, visitors and workers to
enjoy:

i. a green edge and gateway to the City defined by the Frame and Hagley Park;

il. a variety of public spaces including the Avon river, squares and precincts and civic
facilities;
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iii. built form and historic heritage that reflects the identity and values of Ngai Tahu, and
the City's history as a European settlement; including cathedrals and associated
buildings at 100 Cathedral Square and 136 Barbados Street;

iv. a wide diversity and concentration of activities that enhance its role as the primary focus
of the City and region.
3.3.14 Objective - Incompatible activities

a. The location of activities is controlled, primarily by zoning, to minimise conflicts between
incompatible activities; and

b.  Conflicts between incompatible activities are avoided where there may be significant adverse
effects on the health, safety and amenity of people and communities.

CHAPTER 6.2 — SIGNS

6.8.2.1 Objective - Sighage

a. Signage collectively contributes to Christchurch’s vitality and recovery by:

i. supporting the needs of business, infrastructure and community activities;
ii. maintaining public safety; and

iii. enhancing the visual amenity values and character of the surrounding area, building or
structures.

6.8.2.1.1 Policy - Enabling signage in appropriate locations

a. Enable signage:
i as an integral component of commercial and industrial environments, strategic
infrastructure and community activities throughout the Christchurch District; and

ii. that is necessary for public health and safety and to provide direction to the public.

6.8.2.1.3 Policy - Managing the potential effects of signage

a. In considering Policies 6.8.2.1.1 and 6.8.2.1.2 (N/a), ensure that the size, number, height,
location, design, appearance and standard of maintenance of signs:

i. do not detract from, and where possible contribute to, the character and visual amenity
of the surrounding area and public realm;

il. integrate within the facade of the building, do not detract from the integrity of the
building design, and maintain the building as the primary visual element;

iii. are in proportion to the scale of buildings and the size of the site; and

iv. enhance the Central City.
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6.8.2.1.4 Policy - Transport safety

a. Ensure that signs do not cause obstruction and/or distraction for motorists and pedestrians and
other road users.

6.8.2.1.6 Policy - Managing off-site sighage

a. Limit off-site signs in the sensitive zones specified in Policy 6.8.2.1.2 and to enable such signage
where it:

i. is compatible with the surrounding environment and is located within a commercial or
industrial context;

ii. is appropriately maintained;
iii will not cause or contribute to visual clutter and other cumulative adverse effects; and

iv. is consistent with the outcomes sought in Policy 6.8.2.1.3.

CHAPTER 6.3 — OUTDOOR LIGHTING

6.3.2.1 Objective - Artificial outdoor lighting and glare

a. Artificial outdoor lighting enables night-time work, rural productive activities, recreation
activities, sport, entertainment activities, transportation and public health and safety while:

i managing adverse effects on residential, commercial, open space and rural amenity
values; areas of natural, historic or cultural significance and the night sky; and

ii. avoiding interference with the safe operation of transport and infrastructure.

6.3.2.1.1 Policy - Enabling night-time activity while managing the adverse effects of artificial outdoor
lighting

a. Recognise and provide for artificial outdoor lighting for night-time activities and safety while
managing its scale, timing, duration, design and direction in a way that:

i avoids, remedies or mitigates adverse effects on the rest or relaxation of residents; or
any areas of natural, historic or cultural significance;
ii. does not interfere with the safe operation of the transport network or aircraft;

iii. minimises unnecessary light spill into the night sky.

CHAPTER 15 — COMMERCIAL

15.2.4 Objective - Urban form, scale and design outcomes

a. A scale, form and design of development that is consistent with the role of a centre, and which:

i. recognises the Central City and District Centres as strategically important focal points
for community and commercial investment;
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contributes to an urban environment that is visually attractive, safe, easy to orientate,
conveniently accessible, and responds positively to local character and context;

recognises the functional and operational requirements of activities and the existing
built form;

manages adverse effects on the surrounding environment.

15.2.4.1 Policy - Scale and form of development

b.  The scale and form of development in centres shall:

reflect the context, character and the anticipated scale of the zone and the centre’s
function;

increase the prominence of buildings on street corners;
N/a
N/a

manage adverse effects on the surrounding environment, particularly at the interface
with residential areas, sites of Ngai Tahu cultural significance identified in Appendix
9.5.6 and natural waterways.

15.2.4.2 Policy - Design of new development

a. Require new development to be well-designed and laid out by:

Vi.

Vii.

Vi.

encouraging pedestrian activity and amenity along streets and in adjoining public
spaces, to a degree that is appropriate to the location and function of the road;

providing a principal street facing facade of visual interest that contributes to the
character and coherence of a centre;

N/a

enabling visitors to a centre to orientate themselves and find their way with strong visual
and physical connections with the surrounding area;

N/a
N/a
N/a

achieving a visually attractive setting when viewed from the street and other public
spaces, while managing effects on adjoining environments.

b.  Recognise the scale, form and design of the existing built form within a site and the immediately
surrounding area and the functional and operational requirements of activities.

15.2.6 Objective - Role of the Commercial Central City Business Zone

a. A Commercial Central City Business Zone that re-develops as the principal commercial centre
for Christchurch District and is attractive for businesses, residents, workers and visitors,
consistent with the Strategic Direction outcomes for the built environment.

15.2.6.1 Policy - Diversity of activities and concentration of built development

a. Ensure the Commercial Central City Business Zone provides for the widest range of
commercial activities, community activities, cultural activities, residential activities and guest
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accommodation and the greatest concentration and overall scale of built development in
Christchurch.

15.2.6.3 Policy — Amenity

a. Promote a high standard of amenity and discourage activities from establishing where they will
have an adverse effect on the amenity values of the Central City by:

i. requiring an urban design assessment within the Core of the Commercial Central City
Business Zone;

ii. setting height limits to support the provision of sunlight, reduction in wind, avoidance of
overly dominant buildings on the street and an intensity of commercial activity
distributed across the zone;

ii. N/a
iv.  N/a
V. N/a
vi. N/a
vii.  protecting the efficiency and safety of the adjacent transport networks; and

viii. recognising the values of Ngai Tdahuriri/ Ngai Tahu in the built form, and the
expression of their narrative.

15.2.6.5 Policy - Pedestrian focus

a. Ensure compactness, convenience and an enhanced pedestrian environment that is accessible,
pleasant, safe and attractive to the public, by:

i N/a
ii. N/a
iii. N/a

iv.  ensuring high quality public space design and amenity.
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