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Pipe Sizing, Ownership & Approval 
 
 
This Subdivision Bulletin is brought to you following some confusion and to clarify the policy 
regarding new pipelines. 
 
 
 
Some Current Issues … 
 
Problems have arisen in high density developments (typically EPH developments) where the 
number of discharge units have required a pipeline of 150mm. Usually the development has 
proceeded under a building consent and before the application for subdivision. The inspections of 
the pipelines are carried out by the Building Inspectors. Any connection to a Council main will 
have been carried out by an approved contractor and as part of the approved contractor 
requirements, they contact the CAS Team (City Solutions Unit) to inspect and approve the new 
connection. 
 
The City Water and Waste Unit are only interested in creating public assets that have been wholly 
inspected and approved by the CAS Team. This has resulted in new 150mm pipelines where the 
first section has been approved by the CAS Team and the remaining pipework has been 
approved by the Building Inspectors. 
 
Further complication arise if the surveyor creates an easement in favour of Council over a 
pipeline that may not have been fully inspected by the CAS Team to the required standards. 
 
When the subdivision request for 224c certificate is received, there are two possible solutions to 
this problem: 
 
1.  Arrange for a CCTV inspection video of the pipeline at the expense of the developer. 
2.  Have the surveyor remove the easement in gross after the survey plans have been 

submitted to LINZ. 
 
To avoid this problem in the future and make the policy clear and simple, the City Water and 
Waste Unit will now allow these 150mm sewer pipelines in private property remain in private 
ownership. 
 
This supersedes any previous advice that the Council will only permit up to three dwelling units 
on a 100mm pipeline and reflects current practice. 
 
For this reason, it is important that an application for subdivision states the intention regarding the 
vesting of any new pipelines. Unless otherwise requested, we will be assuming that new 150mm 
sewer pipelines in private property will remain in private ownership. The new owners will be 
responsibly for the maintenance of the pipeline. 
 
If the applicant considers that a pipeline should be vested in Council, this request should be made 
as part of the subdivision application. If there are cases where CWW requires a pipeline to be 
vested, this will be made a condition of subdivision. 
 
Industrial and commercial developments frequently have larger pipelines and in the past may 
have automatically been vested as Council assets. As with other developments, pipelines will be 
private unless specifically requested in the subdivision application or as a condition of the 
subdivision. 
 
There may have been confusion over the minimum size of stormwater pipelines being vested in 
Council. Unless otherwise required by the Greenspace Unit, the minimum size is 225mm for a 
public stormwater pipeline. 
 
For any queries regarding these issues, contact Ian Johnson (sewer pipelines), or Bob Hopkins 
and Nicola Malloch (stormwater pipelines). 
 
 
 
 



THE POLICY IN SUMMARY 
 
Stormwater Pipelines 
 
All stormwater pipelines are to be private except where they are 225mm and over and drain a 
public utility (e.g. road) or multiple residential lots. 
 
Greenfield Sewer Pipelines 
 
Where subdivisions create new vacant lots in the larger and Greenfield subdivisions, pipe sizes 
are determined by the requirements of the Code of Urban Subdivision. A 100mm pipeline can 
serve up to three lots (this policy remains unchanged). 
 
High Density Development Sewer Pipelines 
 
For all other developments (unit titles, EPH, 2-3 lot in-fill etc) where the new pipelines will be 
located within private properties, including right of ways: 
 
(a)  The size of the sewer pipeline is to be determined by the number of discharge units as 

specified in Building Industry Document G13 (Foul Water). 
 
(b)  Where the size of the pipeline is 150mm and over, the pipeline shall only be vested as a 

Council asset when the following criteria have been met: 
 
 (i) City Water and Waste Unit has agreed to the vesting of the new asset. 
 ii)  The entire length of the pipeline to be vested has been inspected and approved by 

the CAS Team, City Solutions Unit. 
 (iii) An easement in gross in favour of Council is created over the pipeline. 
 


