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1.0 Applicant and Property Details 

To: Christchurch City Council 

Site Address:  17-21 Aruhe Road, Hornby 

Applicant Name:  Ecogas Limited Partnership  

Address for Service:  Barker & Associates Ltd 
61 Cambridge Terrace  
Christchurch Central 8013  
Attention: Janice Carter and Roxanne Dow 

Legal Description: Lot 37 Deposited Plan 572509, Lot 38 Deposited Plan 
572509, Lot 39 Deposited Plan 572509  (refer to 
Records of Title as Appendix 1) 

Site Area: 2.93ha 

Site Owner:  NTP Development Holdings (with Pioneer Energy 
being the conditional purchaser whom Ecogas (‘the 
applicant’) will lease the land from) 

Christchurch City Council Zoning: Industrial Heavy Zone  

CCC Precinct: N/A 

CCC Overlays & Controls: Christchurch International Airport Protection 
Surfaces 

Designations: N/A 

Additional Limitations: 220kv National Grid 

Locality Diagram: Figure 1 

Brief Description of Proposal: To construct and operate an Organics Processing 
Facility.  

Summary of Reasons for Consent: CDP: Earthworks pursuant to rule 8.9.2.3; and 
transportation non-compliances pursuant to rule 
7.4.2.3. It is noted that additional consents for air 
discharges under the CARP are required from 
Environment Canterbury and have been applied for 
separately.  
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2.0 Background 

Ecogas Limited Partnership (‘Ecogas’) are applying for resource consent for the construction and 
operation of an Organics Processing Facility at 17-21 Aruhe Road, Hornby South, Christchurch. 
Ecogas propose that the facility will process organic feedstock material by anaerobic digestion and 
biomass processing to produce energy, biogas, biomass fuel and biofertilizer. 

Ecogas are a 100% New Zealand-owned company that currently operates an Organics Sorting and 
Consolidation site at Papakura and an Organics Processing Facility utilising anaerobic digestion 
(AD) at Reporoa. Anaerobic digestion technology is used worldwide for processing similar 
feedstocks in locations such as Sydney, London, and Edinburgh. Examples of anaerobic digestion 
technology used in Canterbury include Fonterra’s Milk processing plant in Darfield. 

Biomass fuel use and demand is growing as it provides an alternative to burning fossil fuels for 
energy and heat. Pioneer Energy, the major partner in Ecogas, is experienced in producing and 
using biomass as a renewable fuel for industry. Ecogas are proposing a similar facility to that which 
operates at Reporoa for �Q�š���µ�š���Z�]��Christchurch. The facility will have capacity to receive 100,000 
tonnes per annum and will include an AD and biomass fuel facility. Organics will be received, 
processed, and stored using fully enclosed plant and equipment. Full details of the process are 
detailed in the subsequent proposal section of this report and supporting documents.   

The site and surrounding area are zoned Industrial Heavy within the Christchurch District Plan 
(‘CDP’) and also lie within the South West Hornby Outline Development Plan (‘ODP’) area.  
‘Industrial Activities’ and ‘Heavy Industrial Activities’ are listed as permitted activities in the 
Industrial Heavy Zone and are defined below:  

Industrial Activity means:  the use of land and/or buildings for manufacturing, fabricating, 
processing, repairing, assembly, packaging, wholesaling or storage of products. It excludes high 
technology industrial activity, mining exploration, quarrying activity, aggregates-processing activity 
and heavy industrial activity. 

Heavy Industrial Activity means: 

a. blood or offal treating; bone boiling or crushing; dag crushing; fellmongering; fish cleaning or 
curing; gut scraping and treating; and tallow melting; 

b. flax pulping; flock manufacture or teasing of textile materials for any purpose; and wood 
pulping; 

c. storage and disposal of sewage, septic tank sludge or refuse;  

d. slaughtering of animals; storage, drying or preserving of bones, hides, hoofs or skins; tanning; 
and wool scouring; 

e.  the burning of waste oil in the open air or in any combustion processes involving fuel-burning 
equipment; 

f. any other processes involving fuel-burning equipment, which individually or in combination 
with other equipment, have a fuel-burning rate of up to 1000 kg/hr; 

g. the open burning of coated or covered metal cable or wire, including metal coated or covered 
with varnish, lacquers, plastic or rubber; 
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h. any activity with the potential to discharge asbestos to air, including the removal or disposal 
of friable asbestos, except where it complies with the Health and Safety in Employment 
(Asbestos) Regulations 1998 and is supervised and monitored by Occupational Safety and 
Health staff; 

i. burning out of the residual content of metal containers used for the transport or storage of 
chemicals; 

j. the burning of municipal, commercial or industrial wastes, whether by open fire or the use of 
incinerators for disposal of waste; 

k. any industrial wood pulp process in which wood or other cellulose material is cooked with 
chemical solutions to dissolve lining, and the associated processes of bleaching and chemical 
and by-product recovery; and 

l.  crematoriums and embalming services. 

Based on the definitions provided in the CDP it is considered that the activities proposed on the 
site are industrial activities. The activities are not specifically covered by the definition of ‘Heavy 
Industrial activity’.  

Resource consent for a restricted discretionary activity is required as the proposal does not comply 
with provisions under the CDP with regard to transportation and earthworks. It is considered that 
the incompleteness of the spine road identified as Road ‘C’ in the ODP has already been consented 
for the proposed development under RMA2022/163 (Appendix 2), but the traffic assessment 
covers this issue in any case.  

It is noted that an additional consent is required from Environment Canterbury with regard to air 
discharge. This has been applied for, and information on the meteorology of the site and 
background air quality has been detailed in this regional application.  

This Assessment of Environmental Effects (‘AEE’) has been prepared in accordance with the 
requirements of Section 88 of and Schedule 4 to the Resource Management Act 1991 (‘the Act’) 
and is intended to provide the information necessary for a full understanding of the activity for 
which consent is sought and any actual or potential effects the proposal may have on the 
environment. 

2.1 Existing consents    

It is noted that there are a number of existing consents relevant to the subject site. These are 
detailed below and are included in Appendix 2.  

�x RMA/2022/2363 – Global land use consent to reduce the minimum road boundary setbacks 
from 20m to 1.5m for internal roads; and 

�x RMA/2022/163 – Subdivision to create 42 fee simple allotments and undertake associated 
earthworks, including remediation works.  It is noted that this application also allowed for 
development to occur prior to the construction of the spine road identified as Road ‘C’ in the 
ODP being completed.  

Given the above consents have already been obtained neither the minimum internal road 
boundary setback of 20m in the CPD, nor the requirement for the construction of the spine road 
identified as Road ‘C’ prior to development of the site, have been considered.   
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It is noted that a Site Validation Report was prepared for the site by Eliot Sinclair and is included 
as Appendix 3. This concludes that samples taken from the remediated areas were detected below 
the applicable standard in regulation 7 of the NESCS, BRANZ and ANZECC guidelines and is 
therefore deemed suitable for the intended Commercial/Industrial land use with no further 
consents required under the NESCS.  The site is classified as ‘HAIL remediated’. 

3.0 Consultation and Engagement  

Ecogas as ‘the applicant’ have been undertaking engagement with key stakeholders, the adjacent 
community and Ng��i Tahu, along with representatives from Environment Canterbury and 
Christchurch City Council. This engagement is ongoing, the engagement undertaken to date is 
summarised in Appendix 4 and will be updated throughout the process. 

4.0 Site Context 

4.1 Site Description 

The subject site is located at 17-21 Aruhe Road in Hornby and comprises three Records of Title 
with a combined total area of 2.93ha (see Appendix 1 and Figure 1). The site is located within a 
recently subdivided greenfield industrial subdivision in Soth West Hornby (see RMA/2022/163 in 
Appendix 2).  

Each of the individual sites has a constructed vehicle access, resulting in three accesses located 
across the subject site. To the east of the subject site there are stormwater reserves adjoining 
Aruhe Road. Overhead 220 kV national grid transmission lines transect the stormwater reserves.  

The topography of the site is largely flat as shown in Figure 2 below. There is external fencing 
located on the west of the subject site. Aruhe Road has recently been constructed and stops at 
the western end of the northern boundary of the subject site.  

 
Figure 1:  Subject site   
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Figure 2: Photo taken from site visit (17 Aruhe Road facing towards State Highway 1) showing subject site 

4.2 Christchurch City Council District Plan Zoning  

The subject site is zoned Industrial Heavy under the Christchurch City Council District Plan (‘CDP’) 
with Industrial General zoning to the north of the subject site as shown in Figure 3 below. To the 
north west of the subject site are residential properties zoned Rural Urban Fringe and a small area 
of Open Space zone, being the Islington Reserve which is shown green in Figure 3 below.  

Further west of the subject site is the boundary between Christchurch City Council and Selwyn 
District Council.  

 
Figure 3: Subject Site with surrounding zoning  
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